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« Sip Francis Burdett agréed in almost all the sentiments of the Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Whit- 
« bread) who had just spoken; but he could not content himself with merely stating his option as a 
« protest against the course proposed by Ministers, but he felt it to be his duty to divide the House upon 
i the question. He conceived that course to be so indecorous and insulting to the House, that he would 
« betray his duty te it if ‘he consented to any compromise. _ If he had had any notice of the meeting of 
« Parliament on the lest day, he should have felt it his duty to have attended i his place, and to have 
« made sone observations respecting the necessity of providing for the due maintenance of the executive 
“ power, without which there could be no legitimate Government in the country. It would be a danger- 
« ous thing, indeed, to teach such a lesson to the people, as to make them believe that the executive 
« Government Was merely a farce ; that the kingly office was not necessary ; and that all the functions 
“ of it might, without injury to the public, be discharged by the Ministers. There was no ductrine 
« which could possibly bring the kingly office into greater contempt. What could be worse than placing 
« the crown upon a cushion, and leaving all its prerogatives and attributes to the pleasure of Ministers 
“He felt, in common with all his Majesty’s subjects, deep sorrow for the calamity with which he was 
« afflicted, a calamity which hae now visited him for the second time ; but however mach he felt for 
“ the King, as a man, he felt still more for the calamities, and perils, and dangers of the country.”"— 


Speech in the House of Commons, 15th Nov, 1810. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


Corn Crops, Breap, Prayer. 
Reader, in my last Number, at page 919, 
linserted the Order of the King’s Privy 
Council, which is dated on the 17th of 
October, and at issuing, or, rather making 
of which Order the King himself is said to 
have been present. ‘This Order, as you 
will have seen, commands his Grace the 
lord Archbishop of Canterbury to pre- 
pare a Form of Prayer and Thanksgivin 
to Aliighty God for. the ABUNDANT 
HARVEST. ‘Then follows the Prayer, as 
it-has been published in all the news- 
papers, and in the Prayer, God, through 
the merits and mediation of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, is thanked for 
having caused our valleys to be covered 
with corn. ‘The first day appointed for the 
using of this Prayer, in the Churches, is 
the 18th instant; and, as you, reader, 
may, perhaps, be just going to Church oi 
coming from Church ; as. you may, pos- 
sibly, be just going to say, or just come 
from saying the Prayer, at the moment 
you will open this Register, I shall endea- 
Your toavai) myself of this sober and serious 
state of your mind, andto impress upon 
that mind some useful truths upon the 
subject of the Corn Crops and the Price of 
Br cad.—_—Of late, enormous has been the 
abuse, heaped upon me, for having, in the 
month of June last, given jt asmy opinion, | 
that the crop of corn generally, and of 
Wheat in particular, would be very short, 
and, of course, that corn.and bread would 
be very dear.——The article to which 1 
bere refer, will be found in Vol, XVU, 
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under the date of 23d of June, and at page 
935. I had, ina former article, at page 
8380, given my reason for this opinion, 
namely, that hundreds and thousands of 
acres of wheat had been ploughed up, and 
that a great deal of what remained un- 
ploughed up was so thin upon the ground, that 
half a crop was}not to be expected from 
it. And, in my article of the 23rd of 
June, 1, apon these, and other grounds 
that were stated, said: “ From America, 
“then, nothing of any Consequence can 
“be expected ; and the question is, 
“ whether Buonaparté will, or will not, 
‘“* permit corn to be sent from the Baltic to 
« Englond ; if the former, the price may 
« possibly be kept a little dawn ; but, ¥ 
‘he does not permit us to get corn from the 
« Baltic, my sincere opinion is that wheat 
«will be 30 shillings a bushel, and the 
“ guartern loaf half a crown. before Christ- 
“mas.” Supposing this. opinion to 
have been wholly errongous, and founded 
upon false. grounds. Supposing that it 
had not been at all warranted. by the then 
appearances, Still, it was, as Mr. An- 
THUR YounG has observed, in his letter’ 
to me, published in the present volume, 
at page 134, impossible that the publish. 
ing of the opinion could do any harm; 
and, Mr. Youne adds, that he was glad ig 
sce my apprehensions in print. So far, how- 





ever, were the venal prints from being of 
Mr. Younc’s way of thinking, that they 
not only represented the publication of 
my apprehensions as mischievous in itself, 
but as proceeding from @ desire to maké 
corn and bread dear, and thereby te injure 
the poser of this country, to uce 
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getting,’ the beat, of their charity, or 
not beirg aware, that very few men would 
be gréater sufférers from this cause than 
myself, But, in what was my opinion 
So very erroneous? Any man may be 
deceived by appearances ; and I am not 
at all anxious about ihe fate of my opinion 
upon this matter; yet, asso much as been 
said about it, in the venal prints in every 
part of the kingdom, it seems no more 
than. due to myself, and Lam‘sure. it is 
due to.the public, to inquire a little how 
far I was grounded in the opinion that I 
gave.——It will, I think, be allowed, that 
I have never set myself up as a conjurer. 
Atleast, Iam quite sure, that it will. be 
allowed, that these Venal Gentlemen 
have never allowed me to possess. any 
powers of penetration beyond those which 
fall tothe share of mortals in general. 
This being the case, it is, I think, fair to 
say, that my opinion of the 23d of June 
must be tried by the appeurances of the 
Crops at that time; and, as I saw a great 
part of the wheat fields without any siraw 
in them, and naturally concluded, that 
the quantity of wheat would be in pro- 
portion to that of the straw, my opinion 
was, that the quantity of wheat would be 
very short.—_-Now, what was tlie re- 
sult; Whatdoes the High Priest of the 
Venal. Tribe, the Morning Post writer ; 
what does he say was the result ? 
does his description of the crop agree, or 





@isagree with my opinion of the 23d of | 


June? Iam now about to quote what he 


said, in his paper- of the 12th of September, | 
and what, indeed, was said by almost all ‘ 
| namely, that Buonaparté should no! perm 





the news-papers in’ the kingdom: 
* We have this day the happiness of con- 
** gratulating the people of the United 


* Kingdom on a fact which affords the | 
** most unequivocal testimony of the -sa- 
** tisfactory state of the harvest, the price | 
has been’ lowered five-pence 


* of Brea i 
* in the Pevk Loaf. Whatwill those wise 


“and good men say now, those pure pa-. 


“ triois who so ty sent forth the 
“* comfortable assurance: 


* to raise it as high as it would go, by 


% ropagatig exaggerated and oom 
e€ Dave 


“ Jess alarm.in the mean time. 
“now had three successive weeks of fine 
“weather, during which the far greater 
“part .of the. corn has been saved.: The 
“ produce is every where great. Of the 
“ last year’s crop, it required the produce 


How | 


| at.the quartern | 
* loaf would be at half-a-crown by Christ- 
.“ mas, and who did all they..could, un- 
“ luckily too, not without some’ success, . 
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« af 90 40.100 wheat-sheaveson the avers, 
“‘ tomakeabushel ; whereas that quantity 
is obtained in the present year from 
| to 60° sheaves. Barley and Oats are 
“ equally abundant.” ——Now, if this was 
‘true, what need have I of any more to justi. 
fy, fully to justify, my opinionof the 23, of 
June? What was Ito: judge from by: 
from the then appearances ? What was | 
|to judge from-but the quantity of stray 
upon the ground ; thatisto say, from the 
quantity of sheaves that there was likely to 
be ?, How was to know, and how was | to 
wmagine that each sheaf and each ear 
| would produce nearly twice as much cor 
as each sheaf and ear of the preceding 
crop? Thus, upon the shewing of the 
Venal. Writers themselves ; upon thei 
own acknowledgments; upon their own 
distinct and unqualified assertions, my 
opinion wasnot only not greatly erroneous, 
but it was wonderfully correct ; for if the 
sheaf-of this yearhad yielded no more 
than the sheaf of last year, the quartern loaf 
would, even at this-time, have sold at 
half a crown, atleast, seeing that, with 
the - neatly double yielding of the 
sheaf, that loaf now: sells at one shilling 
and three pence halfpenny. The venal wr- 
ters are thus-answered, then, without any 
farther ado. They are twisted up in 
a web of their own weaving; and I might 
here safely leave them to the contempt 
of the public.——But, besides tie ver) 
favourable change in the crops, which 
no human foresight could be expected to 
reach, these candid Gentlemen appear ' 
have wholly forgotten, that I attached a 
condition ‘to my. opinion of high price, 





any corn to be exported from the Baltio t 
England. It was upon this condition that 
my opinion of the price, in some pear 
depended ; and, it is perfectly peso 
that many thousands of quarters have 

imported every week from that time em 
present day. At is not less ee 
the price of corn and of bread bes bee 
kept dowti by these importations. 
I-believe, that there can be no dou z 
all, that, if. the importations ott : 
stop, the price would be very greauy > 
menied, if it did not attain’ (1 coh bn 
double producing sheaves) the heig ro 
I predicted, on the condition of a sioppag 
to importation.——Let us, gt A 
mit, that, contrary to my ed a. 
expectations, the harvest has been Om"! 
and, then, that opens to us, 12 + snot 
selves, another yiew of the subject, 
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-and, of course, ought not to be permitted 


| of foreign countries, countries now at the 


if . . 
|“ inmediate pressure of misfortune ::when 
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thing can be, which relates either to my 
he new, by the highest authority, been 
thought; nay, it has been declared and 
proclaimed, to have been abundant; and, 
by the performance of the most solemn 
aci; the.people, the whole nation, are to 
joia in ratifying the fact,in the form of an 
appeal to the Searcher of Hearts: ‘This 
fact, therefore, I shall now take to be in- 
dubitable. I shall take it to be as impos- 
sible to be questioned, as the fact of the 
Sun’s giving light. But, at the same 
tine, it isnot a fact better proved ; it-s 
net a fact more certain; it is not a fact 
less to be questioned, than is the fact, that 
gieat importations of corn have been all the 
year and are still going on.. Whence in- 
e\itably results one of two things, either 
that these importations are mot necessary 
fr the supplying this nation with bread, 


to drain away our remaining gold, in which 
this corn is paid for ; or, that England is 
brought te such a pass, that, even when 
there is an abundant harvest, a harvest so 
abundant as to eal] foran order from the 
government for the people to return par- 
ticular thanks to Almighty God .on ac- 
count of .such abundance; aye, that 





England is brought to such a pass, that, 
even in times of her greatest internal 
abundance, she stands in need of the aid 


nod of her implacable enemy, to supply 
ler people with bread. As this is a di- 
lemma, which the Venal Gentieman 6f the 
Morning Post seems not to have foreseen, 
it is but fair to leave him to time to 
choose the horn on which he shall-be ex- 
hibited ; and, in the meanwhile, reader, 
we will take a louk at what he said, on the 





13th of September, about the propriety of a. 


Prayer upon this occasion.——-“ We are 
“ over ready to offer up our prayers to 
the Almighty whilst suffering under the 


“we want rain or sunshine, we appoint 
Fast Days-to interest Divine Providence 
“10 our behalf, and to entreat that he 
2 would bestow upon us whatever our im- 
“ mediate necessities point out to us as be- 

ing essentially necessary» towards: pros- 


™ Perity, or that he would avert some: 
threatened: «alamity. | But when our. 
prayers are heard, eer rm e % 
be 


* plied, even-to usion, how. 
“ feat we amu invocksiow esl giog tho bites: 


“< interference. am led into these re 
udgment or my wishes. ——The. harvest bé flections by observing the plentiful. and 


“ gery excellent. appearance of the present 
“ hargest; and there are few things have 
se giver me more pleasure than being told 
“by an q@ged gleaner', that she and her 
« little daughter had, with ease, this sea- 
«son, gleaned as much wheat as would 
«¢ supply ber with four bushels of excel 
«lent flour. Last year she scarcely’ 
« gleaned half the quantity, and that not so 
« good; the best of the corn was of an 
« inferior quality; but that which was left 
« by: the reapers, was scarcely worth the 
« Jabour of gathering, particularly as the 
« heavy rains which fell after the corn 
« was cut, and before it was taken jn, ex- 
« nosed the scattered. heads to be almost 
« entirely destroyed; not only aftording 
“a smaller quantity of flour, but of an 
« unwholesome quality. This year, on the 
« other hand, the very -worst of the heads 
« of corn are well filled, and the gleaners 
« have been able to gather it in excellent 
“condition, from the long continuation 
« of dry. weather after the corn was cut.— 
«This appears to me so important @ 
« blessing, that if our hearts do not expand 
“* with gratitude, we are unworthy the Divine 
<< favour; and I do conceive that we are 
« called upon to offer up our prawses‘and our 
“¢ thanksgivings in the most public and solémn 
“ manner.’”? ——Of thisopinion the govern- 
ment appear to have been, and, dccord- 
ingly, in about a month afterwards, the 
Prayer was, as we have seen, ordered. Ac- 
quiescing then, in this opinion, and continu- 
ing, of course, to take the prentises as inda- 
bitable, let me now beg the reader to look 
at the actual price of the quartern loaf, ‘This 
price cis }s. 34d. This, then; isthe price 
at a season of abundance; just after. the 
close ‘of .an abundant harvest’; and on 
the very day appointed for a General 
Prayer and Thanksgiving for that abundant 
harvest, This is the price, which the 
people of England have now to pay in 
times of plenty; +a price at which 12 shil- 
lings, which: is about the average of the 
country Jabourer’s wages, will purchase 
about 9 4% quartern loaves, rather less 
than 42 pounds of bread,* which, sup- 
posing the labourer’s family to consist’of 





. * Weight of Bread according to Law. 
; bs. o2, dr. 
The Peck Loaf ee 17 6 0 
The Half-peck OME. icckddecns 611 O 
The Quartern Loaf Perce ssecsased Cy 5 , & 





“dng, and in-offering:t pe dbmenten . 
“0b the:Qiwbtief ali good for hie mencife , 
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distress ant-misery. amongst them, for-” 
getting, the beat, oftheir charity, or 
not beirg aware, that very few men would 
be greater sufiérers from this cause than 
myself. But, in what was my opinion 
So very erroneous? Any man may be 
deceived by appearances ; and I am not 
at a!l anxious about the fate of my opinion 
upon this matter; yet, asso much as been 
said about it, in the venal prints in every 
patt of the kingdom, it seems no more 
than due to myself, and Lam sure. it is 
due to.the public, to inquire a little how 
far I was grounded in the opinion that I 
gave.——It will, I think, be allowed, that 
i have never set myself up as a conjurer. 
Atleast, Iam quite sure, that it will. be 
allowed, that these Venal Gentlemen 
have never allowed me to possess any 
powers of penetration beyond those which 
fall to the share of mortals in general. 
This being the case, it is, I think, fair to 
say, that my opinion of the 23d of June 
must be tried by the appearances of the 
Crops at that time; and, as I saw a great 
part of the wheat fields without any siraw 
in them, and naturally concluded, that 
the quantity of wheat would bein pro- 
portion to thatof the straw, my opinion 
was, that the quantity of wheat would be 
very short. Now, what was the re- 
sult; What does the High Priest of the 
Venal Tribe, the Morning Post writer ; 
what does he say was the result ? 
does his description of the crop agree, or 
disagree with my opinion of the 23d of | 
Junie ? | 
said, in his paper of the 12th of September, 





and what, indeed, was said by almost all 





the’ news-papers in the kingdom. 
* We have this day the happiness of con-— 
** gratulating the people of the United | 
* Kingdom on a fact which affords the 
** most unequivocal testimony of the -sa- 
** tisfactory state of the harvest, the price , 
* of Bread has been’ lowered five-pence 
* in the Peck Loaf. Whatwill those wise 
“and good men say now, those pure pa-. 
“ trios: who so, sedulously sent forth the, 
** comfortable assurance: that.the quartern 
* loaf would be at Half-a-crown by Christ- 


. mas, and who did all .they..could, un- 


“ luckily too, not without some’ success, 
* to raise it as high as it would go, by 
“ propagating exaggerated and ground- 
“ Jess alarm in the mean time. We have 
“now had three successive weeks of fine 
“weather, during which the far greater 
“part .of the. corn has been saved. The 
“produce is every where great. Of the 
“ last year’s crop, it required the produce 
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“ af 90 to. 100 wheat-sheaveson the average 
“ tamakeabushel ; whereas that quantity 
‘is obtained in the present year from m4 
| to 60 sheaves. Barley and Oats are 
€9 equally abundant.” ——Now, if this was 
‘true, what need have I of any more to justi. 
fy, fully to justify, my opinionof the 23) of 
June? What was I to: judge from by: 
from the then appearances ? What was | 
to judge from-but the quantity of sray 
upon the ground ; thatisto say, from the 
quantity of sheaves that there was likely t, 
be ?, How was to know, and how was | to 
wmagine that each sheaf and each ea 
| would produce nearly twice as much corn 
as each sheaf and ear of the preceding 
crop ? Thus, upon the shewing of the 
Venal Writers, themselves ; upon thei 
own acknowledgments; upon their own 
distinct and unqualified assertions, my 
opinion wasnot only not greatly erroneous, 
but it was wonderfully correct ; for if the 
sheaf of this year had yielded no more 
than the sheaf oflast year, the quartern loaf 
would, even at this time, have sold at 
half a crown, at least, seeing that, with 
the nearly double yielding of the 
sheaf, that loaf now sells at one shilling 
and three pence halfpenny. The venal wr- 
ters are thus answered, then, without any 
further ado. They are twisted up in 
a web of their own weaving; and I might 
here safely leave them to the contempt 
of the public.——But, besides the ver) 
favourable change in the crops, whicl 
no human foresight could be expected to 
reach, these candid Gentlemen appear 0 
have wholly forgotten, that I attached 4 
condition ‘to my opinion of high price, 





| namely, that Buonaparté should not permé 


any corn to be exported from the loner 
England. It was upon this condition that 
my opinion of the price, in some menu 
depended ; and, it is perfectly pega 
that many thousands of quarters have . 
imported every week from that time (0 © 


present day. At is not less notorious, m4 
the price of corn and of bread — 


kept down by these importations. Hh 
E-believe, that there can be no dou ™ 
all, that, if the importations cnt gett 4 
siop, the price would be very greauy the 
mented, if it did not attair (10 ase ie 
double producing sheaves) the heig ws 
I predicted, on the condition of a aes 
to importation.—Let us, howe’ ") a 
mit, that, contrary to my opinion hry 
expectations, the harvest has been a wee 
and, then, that opens to us, 1D 8 sal 
selves, another view of. the subject, 
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thing can be, which relates either to my 
judgment or my wishes. —The. harvest 
hasnow, by the highest authority, been 


thought; nay, it has been declared and 


proclaimed, to have been abundant; and, 
by the performance of the most solemn 
aci;_ the-people, the whole nation, are to 
joi in ratifying the fact,in the form of an 
apoeal to the Searcher of Hearts: ‘This 
fact, therefore, I shall now take to be in- 
dubitable. I shall take it to be as impos- 
sible to be questioned, as the fact of the 
Sin’s giving light. But, at the same 
tine, it is not a fact better proved ; it-is 
net a fact more certain; it is not a fact 
les to be questioned, than is the fact, that 
great importations of corn have been all the 
year and are still going on. Whence in- 


e\itably results one of two things, either 


tlat these importations are not necessary 
for the supplying this nation with bread, 
aud, of course, ought not to be permitted 
to drain away our remaining gold, in which 
this corn is paid for ; or, that England. is 
bought te such a pass, that, even when 
there is an abundant harvest, a harvest so 
abundant as to eal] foran order from the 
government for the people to return par- 
ticular thanks to Almighty God on ac- 
count of such abundance; aye, that 
England is brought to such a pass, that, 


; even in times of her greatest internal 
abundance, she stands in need of the aid | 


of foreign countries, countries now at the 
nod of her implacable enemy, to supply 
ler people with bread...—As this is a di- 
lemma, which the Venal Gentieman 6f the 
Morning Post seems not to have foreseen, 
it 1s but fair to leave him to time to 
choose the horn on which he shall-be ex- 
hibited ; and, in the meanwhile, reader, 
we will take a louk at what he said, on the 





13th of September, about the propriety of a. 


Prayer upon this occasion. ——-“ We are 
. ever ready to offer up our prayers to 
‘ the Almighty whilst suffering under the 
< immediate pressure of misfortune : when 
ow Want rain or sunshine, we appoint 
. Fast Days-to interest Divine Providence 
“ in our behalf, and to entreat that he 
¥ would bestow upon us whatever our im- 

mediate necessities point out to us as be- 
“ Ing essentially necessary \towards: pros- 


“ perity, or that he -would avert some 
7 . But when ‘our. 
p Prayers are heard, and ‘our wants sup- 

plied, evento profusion, how very negli-- 


“ threatened: calamity. 


“ gent we are in acknowledging the bless- 
40g, and in offering up oar thanksgivin 
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“ interference..—| am led into these re 


b& flections by observing the plentiful: and 


“ yery excellent. appearance of the present 
“ hargest; and there are few things have 
“ given me more pleasure than being told 
“by an q@ged gleaner, that she and her 
« httle daughter had, with ease, this sea- 
«son, gleaned as much wheat as would 
«¢ supply ber with four bushels of excel 
«lent flour. Last year she scarcely 
« gleaned half the quantity, and that not so 
« good; the best of the corn was of an 
« inferior quality; but that which was left 
« by: the reapers, was scarcely worth the 
« Jabour of gathering, particularly as the 
« heavy rains which fell after the corn 
« was cut, and before it was taken jn, ex- 
« nosed the scattered. heads to be almost 
« entirely destroyed; not only afterding 
«a smaller quantity of flour, but of an 
« unwholesome quality. This year, on the 
« other hand, the very -worst of the heads 
«“ of corn are well filled, and the gleaners 
« have been able to gather it in excellent 
« condition, from the long continuation 
« of dry. weather after the corn was cut.— 
« This appears to me so important @ 
« blessing, that if our hearts do not expand 
‘* with gratitude, we are unworthy the Divine 
<< favour; and I do conceive that we are 
« called upon to offer up our praises'and our 
“ thanksgivings in the most public and solémn 
“ manner.’? —-—Of thisopinion the govern- 
ment appear to have been, and, dccord- 
ingly, in about a month afterwards, the 
Prayer was, as we have seen, ordered. Ac~ 
quiescing then, in this opinion, and cantinu- 
ing, of course, to take the premises as inda- 
bitable, let me now beg the reader to look 
at the actual price of the quartern loaf, 'Tbis 
price cis }s. 34d. This, then, isthe price 
at a season of abundance; just after. the 
close of .an abundant harvest; and on 
the very day appointed for a General 
Prayer and Phanbegiving for that abundant 
harvest, This is the price, which the 
people of England have now to pay in 
times of plenty;-a price at which 12 shil- 
lings, which is about the average of the 
country Jabourer’s wages, will purchase 
about 9 4 quartern loaves, rather less 
than 42 pounds of bread,* which, sup- 
-posing the labourer’s family to consist’of 





- * Weight of Bread according to Law. 
; lbs. 62. dr. 
The Peck Loaf soeereseeeceseneons 17 6 0 
The Half-peck Loaf ....0.006 8 11 0 





* 60 the a : » . The Quartern Loaf Pe ccedsccecses + 
Giver of all good for his merciful | The Half-quartern Loaf won... 2 
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4 persons, ‘2 children besides the man and 
his wife, will ‘give each of them 1 4 pounds 


‘of bread a day, supposing them to want 


neither meat; drink, clothing, lodging, or fire ; 
aud, if you give the labourer 15 shillings a 
sveek, he has 3 shillings left for all these 
purposes.—-—Well, but how stands the 
matter if viewed “in the way of com- 
‘parison? The quartern loaf is now 
Is.-3d, 4, and we take the fact for certain 
‘that this is a season of abundance; what, 
then, would the price be, if this were a 
season: of scarcity ? But, to’ our com- 
‘parison. ‘This is a year of abundance, and. 
‘ef so great abandance as to call for a ge- 
meral Thanksgiving. Now, in the year 
1792 {that is to say, by the by, the year 
before the war against the “ Jacobins” of 
Vrance began) the average price of tlie 
quartern loaf, during the whole year,.was 
Gd.3, much Jess than half of what the 
price now is. See Political Register, 11th 
August, 1904, Vol. VI. page 239, where 
‘there is a statement of the average price 
of the quartern loaf for every year for 
more than half a century back.—In the 
‘year 1792, when the price of the quartern 
loaf, during the year, was only 6d 4, there 
was not, I believe, any Prayerand Thanks- 
‘giving’ on account of an abundant harvest ; 
wheace-we may fairly conclude, that the 
vabundance was not:so very great and con- 
spicuous as it is'now ; and, how-are we, 
then, to account for the difference in the 
price of the loaf? If we allow, that this 
season is not more plentiful than that of 
1792, still we are to account for this 
amazing. difference in the~price ; a dif- 
ference of about one fourth more than half. 
‘The. price is now aboutone fourth more than 
double of what it was in 1792. How are 
Wwe to'aceount for this? The Mornine 
Post accounts for it as arising from fraud 
‘and rogucry of various sorts, and seems to 
Wish to'see the price lowered by some 
species of force, or, at least of summary 
justice. There are four articlés, ‘which 
have appeared in this print, since the sth in- 
stant-inclusive, which I shall here insert, 
and to which I beg the reader’s attention. 
——The first, that of the Sth instant, was in 
the following words :——* We are happy 
* to find that the worthy Lord Mayor has 
“* uttended to our recommendation upon this 
“‘ subject. A small reduction, a farthing in 
** the quartern loaf,takes place this day in 
“the price of bread. Weunderestand that 
“ the Lord Mayor, upon a consideration of 


* the usual returns, anda comparison of 








F936 
“ would have Felt hiniself justified in redecin 
“the assize sevenpence in the peck loaf 
“ ‘The ‘quartern loaf: would then hare 
“been sold for fourteen pence. Upon 
“a representation however, from the 
bakers, that hundreds of them must 
* be ruined by so sudden and excessite 
fall (most of them having Said in the; 
“stock at an exorbitant price), and tha 
“ in thé ensuing week bread would atin 
“rise, his Lordship was obliged to reli. 
* quish his benevolent determination. The 
“ interview between his Lordship and the 
“bakers lasted for nearly two hours: jy 
“the course of which his Lordship shew. 
ed that he was fully acquainted with the 
“ artifices by which the price of bread pai 
* been kept up, and that he was determine 
“* to frustratethem. “There has not been « 
« great a disproportion for the last 34 
« years between'the prices of wheat and 
“meal as at present. The bakers pre. 
“tended to account for the enormous 
“« price of the latter by the want of water 
in the early part of the summer to work 
“ the mills; ‘an’ excuse which the Lord 
“Mayor very properly remarked they 
“ certainly had no pretext for assigning 
“ for some time past. Fhe zeal and alii 
lity with which his Lordship has takeu 
up this very important subject, afford a 
well-grounded hope that the abuses which 
« have contributed to keep up the:price ol 
« bread will be checked at ‘least, if no! 
*« wholly removed before he retires from 
« office.” The reader will do well to 
‘guard himself against the belief of | 
part of what is here said to have proceci 
ed fromthe Lorn Mayor, of whieh the 
writer of the Morning Post could know v0 
more than any one of Mr. Perceva's 





horses. » It is all fiction from the begins 
to'the end ; for, though the Lord Mayol 
‘is what he is here described to be, = 
not less just and considerate towards os 
sellers than he is towards the buyets . 
bread ;. and he’ knows as well as any ae 
living, that, to attempt to force Awe 
downwards is, in reality, to force! sale 
wards; ‘because, to the real current “on 
of the artitle you thereby add the o , 
for risk from: popular violence and t vl 
tainty of popular odium, which od “4 
encoanter valuntarily—-—-On ths sje 
stant the same writer shat 
thus + J) find it to -be 2 feeb 
«there “are people’ in’ the 
“ combine in their own pe 





“ the relative pricey of: wheat and flour, | “ character of Factor, 
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« py, that i¢ has become as common for 
« yillers to take bakers’ shops, and put in 
« teix own servants, as it is for brewers to 
«tke public houses! and the same con- 
« squences will always follow, namely, 
« chad article ata low price. But even 
« vyhen bond fide sales of flour are made, it 
«;acommon trick to deliver false in- 
« oices, and charge 5s. or 6s. a sack more 
‘than is actually paid! Sometimes a 
¢ sack or two of remarkably fine flour for 
« Confectioners may be sold at a very 
i high price, and this. is foisted in to aug- 
ment the average price, althqugh it is 
«not ft for bread at all,’ To the next 
paragraph, stupid and brutal as it is, I so- 
licit the particular attention of the public, 
tuat public who have so long heard this 
‘same venal print talking of the coarseness 

Jand vulgarity of others; and, I take this 
‘occasion to observe, that this charge of 
coarseness’ and vulgarity is never prefer- 
‘ed, except as the means of throwing. dis- 
‘eputation.upon truth. The paragraph 
makes part. of a letter, evidently written 
by: the editor himself, under the feigned 
uile of a letter from a-poor unfortunate 
creature, now in. London, called, the 
“ Horrentror. Venus,’ to Lorp “ GrRIn- 








“wet,” meaning Lord Grenville.- "The 


paragraph is as follows, from the Morn- 
ing Post of the. 9th mstant. «“ Dere 
“many good tings in dis countrys plen- 
“ty money and plenty to eat; de worst 
“isthe bread so dear; dey charge great 
“deal for small. loaf; dis very bad, as 
“plenty of corn; must be bad rogues 
“somewhere, Hang de rascals or pillory, 
“as toder day in de Haymarket. People 
“tell me Mare look into it; if Mare look 
“into it, why he no lower de bread more den 
“ penny when ought to full sevenpence.' Dey 
“say baker bread-men be ruined if do, 
“cause dey buy much flour at high 
“price ; whose fault dat? dey no. ob- 
“liged to run before market; dey buy 
“when high, tinking it will be great deal 
“more dear. . Dey fools to believe dat 
q ‘ar Cobbett and.specuiate. What bu- 
_ Siness dey speculate? .Me tink Mare 
ought to say, “ If you baker bread-men 
|, Sauble, must. take, consequence; yowno 
r business to.speculate if can’t afford. to 
(Ub risk. . What de Devilright baye you 
_, O expect de Public .to, suffer because 
(ou fools? If rained, serve you, right, 
m No tell me biead ought, not fall. dis 
~ Week, “cause must rise next. better say 
will be dear, next, year, so, paght, be 

wld a hgifccrowa, dis, If you ouk in 
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«“ calculations like de Newgate. bird, you is 
« de peoples dat should suffer, arid not de 
« poor honest hard work-man;. so no dam 
* nonsense, lower de.quartern loaf.’’ Dat 
“me tink should be said by Mare—My 
« Lord, your sarvant.”——Now, reader, 
when you have had the patience to read 
this through, I beg you, either before. or 
after’ you have been to the Prayer and 
‘Thanksgiving, to consider soberly of the 
tendency of the print in which it was 
published. I beg you to consider what 
sort of persons those must be, who, 
in any way whatever, and in any degree 
however small, contribute towards the 
support or encouragement of such a 
publication. And, I put it to your good 
sense, to your sense of propriety and 
your regard for decency, whether it be 
not your duty to do all that in you.lies to 
put down a thing so offensive to. public 
morals and so directly tending to the de- 
struction of even the forms of law and of 
justice. This paragraph, you will ob- 
serve, is taken from: a print, known by 
the name of the “ Fasuionaste Worwp’s”’ 
news-paper. This is the print, which ad- 
dresses itself more immediately to the 
Fashionable part of this Metropolis; and, 
if we are to judge of the readers by what 
they read, what are we to-think of them ? 
What are weto think of that father of a 
family, who can, admit such a publication 
within his doors? Can we regard.such a 
man as worthy of respect,.or,"indeed, as 
fit for the society of people of honourable 
minds ? Our country is, in many re- 
specis, under a cloud; but, in no way what- 
ever is it so much disgraced and disho- 
noured as by these venal writers; men 
without talent; men who do what no talent, 
even of the very humblest sort, would sub- 
mit to; the miserable. instruments. of 
MEANNESs, MERCENARINESS, and 
MALIGNITY.. Talk of an enlightened 
people! Amongst what people upon earth, 
but this, would such a print be suffered to 
exist, much less be encouraged and sup- 
ported ? We left this writer cursing, on 
the 9th, be not, surprized, therefore, if you 
find him praying on the 14th:.—.—-"" Yes- 
“« terday 
“ Meal-weighers’ Keports, and ordered 
“the price of Bread to be continued at 
eae F* 31d, the quartern loaf of wheaten, 
and 1s, 2d. household.—Every, week 
‘‘ serves more and more to prove that the 
“ most extensive iniquitous proceedings 
“ must be resorted tw. by the. dealers in 
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«and thercby: mock the bounty and blessings 
«of Providence, ‘so’ eminently bestowed 
“« upon’ the’ land in the tate abundant harvest. 
«Tv is most vexatious ‘and ‘melincholy- to 
«contemplate, ‘that while we “are ‘in ‘our 
“* prayers relurning thanks ‘to ‘Heaven for its 
«+ distinguashed favour in this respect, and ‘the 
«price of wheat continues almost ‘every 
«« market day to fall, the price of flour, by 
« which that of bread is regulated, should 
¢ thus’ iniguitously be kept up, in sinful de- 
‘« fiance of the manifold bounty and mercy of 


«< God. -'Tie worthy Lord Mayor must,’ 


«we are persuaded, feel as much grieved 


‘/on this occasion ‘as ourselves, and we: 


«have no doubt that he will use~ every 


‘©means, which the extent of his bigh 


‘< office affords, of ‘correcting so crying an 
“evil, and doing justice tothe Public, who 
«* look to him with confidence for redress, 
“as far as redress is in his power.”’—This 
caps the climax of craft, cant, and cajo- 
lery, in which triple qaality this: writer 
excels all his fellow-labourers, though 
they are, by no meatis few in number.” I 


put it to you, reader, whether there ever’ 


was, at any former period, -either in Eng- 
land or any other country,'an instance of 
such despicable ‘cant, such miserable ri- 
baldry, such bald arid ' barefaced ‘balder- 
dash, having met with encouragement and’ 
support; and; I putto you, if ‘you be one 
Of its supporte's, whether you act the part 
of a man either of honour orof sense. In 
many publications in AmeRtca you meet 
with whatis ‘rough, and, if you’ will, very 
course. A great “deal of ‘rédeness some~ 
times ;'a neglect of yood manners.’ ‘But, 
amon gst‘all this, you are ‘sure to find wit, 
or argument, or valuable ‘fact; you are 
sure to find something or ‘other for the 
mind to rest upon with ‘satisfaction ; while, 
iv the venal prints ‘in England, you find 
hypoerisy, ‘falshood, and- foolery, ‘ unte- 
hieved by even a’ transient gleam of an 
thing bespeaking the possession “of intel 
lect, by ‘any thing, which, for a’ moment, 
can make you ‘doubt, that, in the’ mind of 
the'writer, the only struggle is’ between 
ignoranceand turpitude ; and, you, at last, 
ray ‘down the “paper, ‘revélving in ‘your 
mind, whether he be too ‘great a fool to 
bea knave, or too great‘a knave to be a 
fool: ——In disthissing this subject, I shall, 
I am persuaded, be excused for just notic- 
ing’ the chargé, that I was induced to en- 
deayour to raise the price of corn forthe sake 












OF selling my own the dearer. ‘The fact ‘is, 

that T*neyer had ‘but ay Ag acres_of 
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year; more than enough for' the tonsug 

tion Of my own house, Add to this, z. 
if wheat be dear, ‘all 'the articles necésde , 
in'the support of a famil y-are dear in po. 
‘portion; while, asthe public must wel} 
know; my-publications have a fired pri: 
so‘ that, from the dearness of wheat andlof 
bread, Tani sure to be a loser, 1 have sid 
this in order to remove any little douyt 
that ‘may, from a long string of unanswer. 
ed falshoods, have -been imbibed by per 
sons entitled to my respect; and fir the 
farther reason of bringing my friends, who 
do not'know me personally, to as near an 
acquaintance as I can with all that belongs 
to me and my affairs. : 


PROCEEDINGSIN PARLIAMENT. —King’s 
Titness.—Agreeably to the adjournment on 
the Ist instant, as stated at page $22, the 
two Houses met on the 15th instant. In 
both Houses, the Ministers moved for an- 
other adjournment to the 2vth instant, 
which motions were finally carried; but, 
not witheut some debate, which debate is 
of a nature to call for our particular notice. 
‘In the HOUSE OF “LOKDs, the 
Lorp CHancettor (Eldon), after some 
preliminary matter, said: « This -is the 
‘¢ unanimous opinion (I am-anxtous to stale 
thei Own words) not only of the phy- 
 sicians then ‘in attendance, but of those 
« whose care lias since been thrown around 
« his’Majesty, and ‘is given with as much 
“ ceftainty-as ‘can~ be attached to prog- 





“gostics upon medical sabjects. Those 


* physicians also who now attend his Ma- 
“« jesty, and“who attended his Majesty on 
*-a' former indispésition, state, that they se 
“inthe present state of his Majesty, all the 
‘symptoms of approach towards recovery, 
«amd none ‘of ‘the symptoms which indicate 
“the delay of recovery. ‘Upon the state- 
«ment which I made on the Ist of this 
“month, one ‘of your Lordships moved . 
‘adjourn for fourteen days, the — 
¢ nériod within which Parliament c20 °Y 
© Taw be assembled ‘upon any sos rt 
“* for the dispatch of business: your” “ 
«ships are now assembled in pene 
of that~adjournment,- and It 1 ai “ 
‘House to determine “what cours’ <tr 
proper to purse. Under the ven : 
“stances “which I bave'stated, J ¢ hi 
God ‘from’ the favourable symploms a he 
« ‘no ‘necessity for the adoption of any she rf 
« ing’ by this House to def 
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| the adjournment for the purpose of giving 


that in whateyer proceedings it might be 


_ Said, that, with respect to what farther pro- 


| establishing the fact of the’ necessity’, and 
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« delicate and proper mode of proceeding 
« jn the present instance, would be'to ad- 
« journ’ for fourteen duys.’—This motion’ 
he then made, and this motion Was second- 
ed by Lonp Moira upon the ground, as 
stated by him, that no ‘public injury was 
likely to arise from the delay proposed. 
_—Lorp Grenvite said, that the House 
ought to have had laid before it something 
inthe shape of evidence of the improved 
state of the King’s health, and not to be 
called upon to act upon the bare word of 
any individual, however respectable that 
individual might be, He did not, how- 
ever, oppose the motion for the adjourn- 
ment. Eart STANHOPE consented to 





anple time for the Scotch and Irish mem- 
bers to arrive and take part in the discus- 
sions; but he protested against it upon 
any other ground, and begged the House 
to recollect, that the parliament was 
not a parliament without the King, | 
and without being assembled under 
his authority, The Ear of Liver- 
poo. and the Duke of Norroxk. each said 
a few words. The former in favour of, 
and the latter did not object to the m- 
tion.—-—Eart Grey assented!to the ‘ad- 
journment, but he took care to speak. in 
terms of decided reprobation of what was 
done in 1788, when, he observed, the two 
Houses assumed to themselves the title and 
powers of a parliament ; and he concluded 
with expressing his firm hope, that ‘no 
future steps, beyond the ordinary course 
of proceeding, would be adopted, without 
the necessity for such proceedings being 
folly and clearly in proof ‘before’ them ; 
and that, above all, they would take 
especial care, that it was a principle which 
actuated the minds of all who were raised 
above the consideration of present objects, 





deemed neceséaty to. adopt, the common 
weal should not ‘suffer by any ‘measure 
which would tend to impair the integrity 
or power of the Kingly -office, or to the 
di ination of these great necessary con- 
sututional powers with which the Sovereign 
was vested, Lorp Stpmovuta: spoke in 
favour of what was done in 1788; and’ he 





ceedings it might be necessary to adopt, 
the case was different. ‘They: could not, 
he said, proceed without “evidence, fully 


the extent to’ which ulterior measures| if 
hecessary, should be’ catried, must bé con- 


He thought it, he said, incumbent to state 
his opinion, that on the present occasion 
he did not think. the conduct.of Ministers 
was a deviation from the principle of 1788. 
Before the next meeting he hoped they 
might mdulge the hope, that someim- 
portant change might -take place, and put 
circumstances-in the train the most desired 
by the country at large: After this ‘the 
motion of Lord Chancellor Eldon was car- 
ried without a division, and the House ad- 
journed, accordingly, te Thursday ‘the 
29th day of the present month. Inthe 
HOUSE OF COMMONS the debate was 
of much greater length, and became of 
much greater interest, in consequence of 
a motion made by Sir Frances Burverr, 
upon which the House finally came toa 
division. As we are here upon a most 
important subject, where almost evety 
circumstance must become matter for his- 
tory, and where to every word it may 
shortly be necessary to refer, I shall insert 
the whole of the speech of Ma. Spencer 
Percevat (the Chancellor of the’ Ex- 
chequer and Prime Minister), made upon 
this occasion, to a House consisting of 401 
Members, besides those who may have 
gone away previous tothe division; which 
speech, in “order that no suspicion mav 
attach to my selection, I take from the 
Morning Post, Which,’ as’ is well known, 
is called a ministerial. news-paper, and 
which, as we shall see’ by and» by, has 
made some most indecenticomments upon 
the’ speech’ of Sir’ Francis Burdett. 
Mr. PEréeva.’s spéech/is given ‘as: fol - 
lows ; « Sir—The House of Commons 
« having again assembled without any no- 
« tification of hi? Majesty’s ‘pleasure that 
«they should do ‘so, I feel it ‘a duty in- 
« cumbent on me to offer myself to their 
“notice; conceiving that the House must 
« necessarily be anxidus to hear what “his 
« Majeésty’s servants have to state'on the 
« sabject which has occasioned our pecu- 
“ jiar situation, and conceiving also’ that 
«they ‘must be ‘desirous to understand 
“ what ‘is the view which his Majesty’s 
‘ servants take of that situation, and thas 
«are ‘the ‘measures which they mean to 
“ propose ‘in consequence. | After having 
«* stated, therefore, the ground for such a 
« proposition, I shall.-humbly sabinit to 
« the House the ‘propriety; ‘at their rising, 
“of adjourning to’ the 20th instant. © In 
«< the first place, Sir, [must Sbserve that 
« when I‘had last the hofiour of addfess- 
“ing you, I should bave been very much 
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“ had I thought we had assembled in such 
“numbers and under such circumstances 
“* as would have justified us in taking into 
“« consideration a question of such magni- 


*‘ tude aud importance; but with the as- 


« semblage that then took place, I thought 
“it incumbent on me to prepose no other 


. step than that by which the ‘fullest at- 


« tendance of Members might be insured 
** at the earliest possible day. No man 
* can doubt that the- indispositicn of his 
«* Majesty having prevented him from giv- 
‘© ing to his servants his consent for the 
‘further prorogation of Parliament, it 
** became our constitutional duty, and that 
«of the other House of Parliament, to 
** consider what ought to be done. But 
not only was it our duty. to consider 
“ what ovght to be done, but also at what 
** period that which was to be done was to 
* commence, and on what ground or in- 
*¢ formation we would proceed to do any 
“thing. ‘The House having assembled 
*F on the Ist mst not only without notifi- 
* cation, but contrary to notification, - I 
*did not conceive that we were plac- 
‘ed in a Situation in which it would be 
* proper for us to enter into a consider- 
*€ ation of any pulilic question of import- 
“ance, and | therefore, with their unani- 
* ;nons concurrence, proposed an adjourn- 
ment to the present day. It is not ne- 
** cessary for me, Sir, to go at any length 
** into the circumstances. which at that 


period induced me at one time to con- 


with 


* template the propriety of proposing a 
“ longer adjournment. ‘Ihere were many 


‘ ad antages which the House might have 


«derived from the occurrence of events 
“that might have occurred between the 
** Ist and’ the 29th instant.’ -There was 
‘also this strong fact, that except as the 
** circumstances of the Government were 


“altered. by his Majesty’s indisposition, 


* there was no public reason for requiring 


- the meeting of Parliament sooner than 


“the asual period. But, Sir, if that was 
the view which the House might have 
“ then taken of the subject, I now address 
you under circumstances in which, if a 


“doubt existed then, no. doubt can. now. 


exists .because, Sir, having felt.it my 
** duty. 40 proceed this morning to Wind. 
* sor forthe porpose of procuring as clear 


“and. explicit. information as possible, 

ct to the state of bis Majesty’s. 
> health, Phave the satisfaction to acquaint 
- the House, that 4 have seen his Majes- 


* ty’s Physicians, and that they are une- 
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“nimously of opinion, That his es 

“ts in @ state of progressive amendment oc} 
“ that @ very considerable amendment hes ac. 
** tually taken place. On this statement 
“ Sir, so truly cheering, and so consonant 
“to the wishes and to the prayers of hig 
“« Majesty’s subjects, I giound the motion 
“ with which I shall conclude, for adioum.- 
“ ing this House to the day originally de- 
“ scribed. in the Royal © Proclamation, 
* That the statement which I have been 
“so happy as to be enabled to make, wil] 
“‘ be most grateful to the House anid to the 
“ Country, I cannot possibly doubt ; and 
“ unless peculiar difficulties and embarrass. 
“ ments existed, which actually do not 
“ exist, I am persuaded that the House, 
“ will not hesitate in adopting the delay 
“which F recommend, in preference to 
“ the institution of any measure of a pub- 
“lic nature under the present encom 
“ stances. Reserving to myseif the right 
“of making any. farther observations, 
*‘ should a discussion arise on the ques- 
“tion, 1 move You, Sir, That this House, 
a its risiny, do wcjourn for a fortnylt,” 
Mr. Warrsrean followed, aud, afier 
some introductory remarks, in reference 
to the coiduct'ofthe Ministers in not hav- 
ing giveh sufficient notice to the members, 
previous to’the fast meeting, he said, that, 
afier the lapse of a fortnight, and the King 
not being in a state to transact the public 
business, the two: Houses, bemg now 1n 
full attendance, ought to proceed to the 
best means of providing for the defici- 
ency; that the parliament could not be 





1 said to benow assembled, there being only 


the two Houses; that, if a physical neces- 
sity still existed for an adjournment, in 
should agree to it, but that such physi 
necessity ought now Zo be recorded on theil 
journals; that the House ought not by mY 
means;again to adjourn on the ar" 4 
supported, uncredited assertion © wd 
Chancellor-of the Exchequer ; that, = 
the original intention of the King a id 
rogue ‘the parliament to the 29 ts 
could have no. weight, unless. it 


H has 
shown, that the King — recede 


ces were 
ynrea 


sonable to expect, that those, making * 
great part of the Members of gee he 
who had decidedly condemned Lisoc Sot 
present . ministers and their mea 


of 1788, the times and circumsta" 


‘should. now. be content to gl 
‘ruling of the country 


in their hands, 


hate 


out any -controuk or supervision W 
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socver; that it was a great error in the 
Legislature not to have made a provision 
jor the return of this calamity, and that it 
eught not now to fall into a similar error ; 
that it was their bounden duty not to suf- 
fer this occasiun also to pass away ; that 
they ought, to adjourn from day to day ; 
thai, in 1788, the Bouse had better evi- 
Jence before them, the then Lord Chan- 
cellor (hurlow) having informed the 
Parliament, that he had had an interview 
with the King Aimself ; that now they were 
only told, that the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer had been told certain things by 
the Physicians, without even any report 
of the Physicians being produced, and 
without any examination of them before 
the Privy Council ; that he could not see, 
onthe score of respect to the feelings of 
the King, any objection to such report and 
examination, or to the disclosing and re- 
cording of the facts; that he did not mean 
to dispute the veracity of Mr. Perceval, 
but that be still thought that common de- 
cency would have dictated the producing 
to the House information in an authentic 
form; that, though he felt, as much as 
any mao, the reverence and affection due 


to the person of the King, he felt -also a | 


reverence due to the kingly office, and be 
was sure, that the people should. not be 
accustomed to consider it wnemportant 
whether the Executive branch of the siate were 
For these reasons he wished 
for an adjournment from day to day ; 
but, that, as he wished to. avoid creating | 
party heats and jealousies, it was not bis 
intention to divide the House upon the 
question.——The speech of Sir Francis 
Burpert, who toilowed Mr. Whitread,- 
I shail, for the reasons I have already 
Siven, insert as I find it in the Morning 
Cluonicie, where I find it most at length. 
pte “ that, agreeing, as he did, in 
ae greater ~part.-of the observations 
= ich had fallen from the Honourable 

Gentleman who’ had just ‘sitten down, 


“he was determitied not to let the ques- 


. tioh go to a decision without dividing the 
, House upon it. The Motion now _sub- 
mitted to them he conceived te be one 


“of the most. irrational and: unconstitu- 


" Uonal propositions ever made in that: 
- House. He would ‘never consent | to 
cL Promise the Constitation. Had he 
wh Present on the last day of meeting, 
2 fae would have opposed every Motion: 
, ot adjournment. The Constitution was” 
equtpendied, and he would ‘not have 

Steed to a moment’s delay, till that. 
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« Constitution was restored; but now, 
« after that delay, after deferring so long 
«their duty to the people, were they now 
« still farther to postpone it for another 
‘fortnight? But the time was not of such 
“ importance as the principle. What prin- 
«ciple was this mode of proceeding cal- 
« culated to establish? Could the public 
“business goon without the Executive 
« Government? If it could not, why, at 
«such a period, is it to be deferred ? and 
« ifit-could, were Ministers anxious to 
«¢ convince the people that the Executive 
« Branch of the Constitution was @ mere 
“« nothing? Was there any proceeding 
« more likely to bring that part of the 
« Constitution into contempt? Was it 
«not holding it forth to the country as @ 
<‘ mere farce ? Were the people to be told, 
“that in the votes of. both Houses only 
« consisted the Constitution; that the 
« Crown might be placed on a cushion, or 
“ elsewhere, while the two Houses had in 
«themselves all the virtual Government 
« and Constitution of the country? If the 
«present predicament was an awkward 
‘one, it was so because the House had 
“not, in the first instance, done its duty, 
‘€and not because ‘the line of their duty 
«was doubefal or difficult. to discover. 
« As to the wmode ofeproceeding which 
“they ought now tovadopt, there could 
“be no doubt or difficulty . about. it. 
«He felt for the personal sufleriogs 
«of the.King, .as every man must feel, 
«but they need not, nor ought.they 
“to interfere with the discharge of their 
« duty both to the King and to the Peo- 
«ple. He felt for the King, but he felt 
“more for. the perils of the Country. 
« Was it treating the House of Commons 
« with common decency to call on, them 
to postpone. their duty to the peoplevat 
“a period of such emergency, upon the 
“ mere ipse dirits of the Chancellor of the 
-pxchequer?. As to. the: distinction ‘of 
“seeing the King’s physicians, and. not 
“ the King himself, it did not weigh with 
« him, because in either case it would have 
“ been but the mere assertion of an indi- 
“ vidual, and therefore no ground for par- 
“Jiamentary proceedings. Let the indi- 
“« vidual assertion have been what it might, 
“ He would have voted the same: way. 
“ He would never agree to: compromise 
*« the duties of that House to the Constitu- 
‘< tion, ner willingly submit to any power 
« extended Kegond it, ‘The Act; 

« by avery prevalent and powerfiil faction 
‘against his Royal Highness the Prince 
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‘of Wales, never ‘should have had ‘his 
«¢ sanction ; an Act that put him into lead- 
«* ing strings, that threw him back into the 
« stage of infancy, and made him a sort of 
constructive lunatic, enacting him in- 
« capable of acting or of judging without 
“ the Co-Operation and controul of certain 
« of the legislators ; as it were stultifying 


“him this moment, when the next, by 


“ the laws of tie land, might have raised 
«him to, the Crown of these kingdoms, 
« and lifted him out of a cradle to have 
“ placed him on a Throne. The same 
*‘ course was now about to be adopted, as 
“far asinthem lay. He would resist it, 
“and if he stood alone he was determin- 
“ ed to divide the House. If the Ministers 
* were resolved, at the risk of the coun- 
“ try’s safeiy, at all hazards to prolong to 
“the utmost limit, the tenure by which 
“they held their places and their power, 
“they and others might do so; but he 


«‘ would not go back to the people to tell. 


“them that after the Constitution had 
**been suspended for a fortnight, he had 
voted that it should be suspended for a 
“fortnight longer. A state of anarchy 
* had existed sufficiently long. He would 
* do what he could to restore to the peo- 
«* ple the government of the Constitution.” 
—-—-This speech, a speech, as, I am con- 
vinced, the reader will agree with me, 
fall of just views, and expressing, in eve 

sentence, sentiments of real loyalty and 


.attachment to the real constitution of the 


country, is, as we shall by-and-by see, an 
object of the foulest abuse in one of those 
prints called ministerial papers, from their 
constant praises of ali that the ministers 
say and do.——Mnr, Tierney, in addition 
to what had been said by Mr. Whitbread, 
said, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 


had not held out any prospect of the King 


being able to attend to business before the 
expiration of the time to which it was pro- 
posed to adjourn; and he. concluded by say- 


‘ing, that, if put to a vote, he should vote 


against the adjournment.- He said after- 
‘wards in explanation, that neither, he nor 
any of his friends wished the parliament 
to do any thing immediately; neither. did 
the wich the. physicians to. be examined 
at the bar. .He only wanted some authen. 
tic grounds, whereon to vote’ for the ad- 
journment.——Lord Axcnipatp- Hamu- 


“ton, ‘for reasons similar, to those of Mr. 


Whitbread, said that he should vote against 
ao r.Ponsonsy wish- 
ed that the length of the adjournment 
might beteaged to a week. He felt, he 
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oting for the 
a division, he 
sition should be 


said, great .reluctance in y 
motion; but, if pressed to 
should do it, lest his op 
considered a8 a mark of want of respect 
and affection for the King ——Mr, (4y. 
NING having, in support of the adjourp- 
ment, referred to the instance and prece- 
dent of 1804, Mr. Cuantes Wyyyp said 
that the case in 1804, was mainly different 
from the present, for on that occasion it was 
the intention of an hon. gentleman, not 
now a Member of the House, to submit 2 
motion on the subject, and he asked his 
Majesty’s Ministers. as to the state of his 
Majesty, who answered him that there 
was mo tterruption to the exercise of the 
royal fuactions ; that his Majesty was com- 
petent to all that was required of him, 
The case was not so now, and the House, 
was not to be considered as a Parliament, 
but as the Meeting of the States of the 
Realm. It was necessary to ascertain 
from the best possible evidence the state 
of the Royal health, before he could con- 
sent to vote for the adjournment—— 
He would have. been, however, he said, 
much better pleased with the mode ol 
protesting, pointed out by Mr. Wuitsrea; 
but, that he could not refrain from ex- 
pressing his opinion. We now come to 
the speech of Mr. Suenipan, which I will 
also insert as I find it in the news-papers, 
because it is the only speech that contained 
any thing in the way of answer to SIR 
Francis Burpett, and how far itis an 
answer, the reader will easily judge, '!, 1 
deed, he be able to exercise his judgmen! 
and his less serious faculties at the same 
time.———After having expressed his con- 
viction and his great pleasure, that 
King’s malady was greatly amended, . 
said (See Morning Chronicle), that i 
«should not be. inclined to object Ne. 
« proposition of his Hon. Friend hae 
“sonby), that the adjournment ora 
* only take place for @ week, if agree +a 
“that modification of the Py * 
could produce what was s0 hig Au 
sirable on ‘the present occasion, — 
“<mity. ‘The Hon. Baronet (Bur wane 
“‘ ever, was against an adjournment ie 
“ever; and he woul wish to kno poy 
“that Hon. Baronet would ta , 
“* House should.do ?. The Hon. Baro for a 
« that the House should not gant F , 

« single day, or consent t0 ‘ys moment 
«gat nw ey he 
« Would the Hon. Bart..wis” 
«zo procted in providing for He mF 
x the Executive functions? Jk #0» 
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949] , 
«ed they would proceed to provide for 
«that emergency in the ordinary form. 
«The matier then came to this: Was the 


| « House in a condition now to proceed in the 


« ordinary form? An Hon. Friend of his 
«had said, that this was the second in- 
«stance of his Majesty’s unhappy malady 
«becoming matter of imquiry in that 
« Honse—{He was corrected by an Ho- 
«nourable. Member and proceeded. }—It 
« was aupleasunt to refer to this, as a matter 
« of caicelation, but he was now informed 
«that this was the fourth recurrence of a 
«sunilar malady. Be it so, but, sézil, the 
«remembrance of four instances of affliction 
“ must bring along with it the consoling re- 
«collection ot four instances of recovery. 
«His Hon. Friend opposite had referred 
“to the year 1801, and-not to the year 
«1504. That case, however, it was said, 
“did not apply to the present. This he 
«could not agree to. If Parliament was 
“legally opened, and it was afterwards 
“found that his Majesty was incapacitated 
“trom the discharge of his functions, Par- 
«Jiament was equally bound to proceed 
“in providing the remedy as if the inca- 


“pacity had manifested itself previous:to | 


“ their meeting, and had been the occasion 


| “of their assembling prematurely. It 


“was the duty of Parliament to proceed 
“on the notoriety of the fact, as much as 
“on the manifestation of the incapability 
“displayed in the want or omission of an 
“essential public act.. On the occasion 
“ of his*Majesty’s affliction in 1801, one 
“ of his'Majesty’s Ministers had continued 
“in office, declaring that his Majesty 
“ could not receive the seals of office from 
“him, At that period his Majesty con- 
“tinued in this state for a longer period 
“than on the present occasion. A Gen- 


| “tleman, not now in the House, did give 


* notice of a motion for an inquiry into 
- = subject ; but, on the day on which 
: o motion was to have come on, he (Mr. 
“ eridan) anticipated it, by moving the 

question of adjournment, which was car- 


“ried. In a few days it was clear and 


" manifest that there was no dccasion for 
mn such a motion, and no such Motion was 
> ever made. He knew that one of his 

Majesty’s first inquiries, after his re- 


“ covery, was whether any Parliamentary in- 


* Nee Ayes ca made into his. situation, a 

ee ttt proved the most gratifying thing to 

2 as Feelings thatno such inquiry had taken 
Place (cries of onpEn! oRvER !)* He was 


~ Sorry to be out of order. Bat this he 


™ Presumed he might be allowed to say, 
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« without any breach of order, that by an 
‘ adjournment for the time proposed, there 


~ 


* was reason to think that all further discus- 


*« sion on this calamitous sulject would be ren- 
“ dered unnecessury, a civcumstance which 
«he knew -must be highly gratifying to 
« the feelings of the House’ and of the 
« Country.’’——Mr. Sucripan seems, from 
this report of his speech, to have been ex- 
tremely anxious, that Sir Francis Burdett 
should name some act which he wished to 
have done, which, indeed, the Baronet had 
clearly enough done; so clearly as to 
leave no doubt at all in my mind, and, I 
believe, it could leave no doubt in the 


mind of any man who heard him. He. 


wished, doubtless, that the House should, 
on this very day (Friday the 16th) set 
about an inquiry into the real actual state 
of the King’s malady, and, if they found 
it to be such as called ‘for the measure, 
that they should then adopt the measure 
necessary 0 supply the deficiency. This 
was his wish, to be sure; for, to suppose 
him to:-have any other, would be to sup- 
pose him not to be at all acquainted with 
his duty. But, what Mr. Saeripan 
could mean by asking, whether the House 
wasin @ condition to proceed in the ordinary 
form, Lam, for my part, wholly at a loss, to 
discover. Suppose the King’s unhappy ma- 
lady were to continue for a year, or for 
seven years, the House would, at the end 
of that time, unless the deficiency were 
supplied, be in just the same condition that 
it was in yesterday. Did Mr, Sheridan 
mean, that the House had not sufficient in- 
Sormation before it? If so, the readiest way 
was to set about an dmmediate inquiry; for, 
in what other way is it to come at suffi- 
cient information ¢ It was not Sir Francis 
Burdett who- had called the House toge- 
ther. ‘The members, and he amongst, the 
rest, had been called by an Order of the 
House and by a circular letter of the 
Speaker; and, being so called, it was hjs 
opinion, apparently, that the House ought 
to do something more before they sépa- 
rated. than merely listen to a bare asser- 
tion (however true it might be) of the mi- 
nister ; for, if the House, upon having heard 
that assertion, were to separate for 14 
days without doing any, thing, upon the 
ground of such a precedent, why may they 
not separate for another 14 days, on the 
29th of the month, in yirtue of another 
such assertion? ~That Mr. dheridan’s 
wishes, and even his opinion, may’ be, as 
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he said, « that all further discussion on the 
« calamitous subject will, by the 29th, be 
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‘rendered unnecessary 7? | am by no means 
inclined to make anatter of dispute; but 
his wishes, however sincere, may De dis- 
appointed, and his opinion (not more like- 
ly to be correct for coinciding with his 
wishes) may. prove:erroneous. And, if 
this should be the case, what argument 
can, by Mr. Sheridan, be urged against 
another 14. days adjournment, if the same 
statement that has now been made should 
again. be. made by. the minister? SiR 
SamMvueL Romitty agreed with Mr. Whit- 
bread and Sir Francis Burdett. « He 
« would,’ be said, “ ask those Gentlemen 
“ who reasoned in that way, was it nothing 
“to consent to an adjournment for a fort- 
*‘ night, to put it out of their power during 
« fourteen days to resort to any measures, 
“ which apossible, not to say a probable, 
“ contingency might render necessary ? 
« Was it to do nothing, to. deprive them- 
“‘ selves by such a proceeding of all op- 
« portunity, during that interval, of faith- 
“ fully discharging those important duties 
«« which their constituents sent them there 
“to perform? It was upon this ground 
“that he telt himself bound to oppose 
“the adjournment for a fortnight, witha 
“ view if that should be negatived to sup- 
“ pers an adjournment. for. twenty-four 
“hours, In doing- this,: he was per- 
« suaded, he was tuking the most effectual 
“mode of shewing his loyalty, his affection, 
“and attachment to his Majesty; because 
“nothing could so ‘directly tend to sup- 
«¢ port and strengthen the. best interests of 
“* the. Crown, than that, during a period 
“ when there was, a possibility of the oc- 
“ currence of great national dangers and 
«« disasters, that House should be ready to 
“« resort to such measures as the exigency, 
“ of the case might. require.’———- Mr. 
Braccz was for the adjournment, and 
Mn. Evziot against it. The latter urged, 
very Hore ly the necessity of adhering 
to. the principles of. the constitution, and 
the objections to the adjourning upon such 
grounds, as the bare assertion of a. minis, 
ter.——-Mr, WitserForce declared for 
the adjournment; and, at the close of his 
speech, the House divided, when there 
appeared for the Adjournment 343, and 
dgajpst it 53.——-We are. now to see what 
the Morning Post news-paper has. said 
upon the sudject of this. debate, and.espe- 
ciaile, ion eee ei Str. Francis 
Rornert’s speech, It, 

“ Both, Houses. of Parliament met yester- 
“day pursuant tu the last adjou 


the bappy and 


‘S when, inconsequence of th 





POLITICAL, REGISTER.—Pracecdings in Pat liaient. 


t. begius thus :— | writer, who a few.weeks 28% 


nisters of boasteng 





{952 


ce . r4 . . ' 
3 a a teeta mprosnai In the state 
yesty's health, a further adjour 

“ment fora fortnight was agreed to - 
“ the.Lords, nem. diss. and iu the ae 
A mons— by a gratifying and triumphant 
majority of 343 to 583; nor would the 
“minority on this occasion, INSig nificant 
“as itis, have amounted to any. thing 
“ beyond .the contemptible Mardleite and 
«« Dsurdettite Members, had wot the mis. 
“« chievous sir‘ Francis artlully entrapped 
“ several Members of the Opposition 
*« Party to divide with him upon the ques. 
“ tion so very indelicately pressed by him 
“ upon the House. With very few ex. 
* ceptions, there was .displayed in both 
« Houses, on-this occasion, a most credit. 
“ able and becoming sympathy, and the con 
“duct of Lord Moira and Mr. Sheridan, 
who on all occasions of real national im- 
** portance are ever, actively to be found 
“attheir post, is entitled to our best con 
«* mendations. In the House of Lords, not- 
“ withstanding some . observations from 
“ Lords Grenville and Grey, to the justice 
“ or necessity of which we can by no 
“means. subscribe, the question of ad- 
“« journment was carried, as we haveal- 
“ ready observed, nem. diss. ; nor would 
« there have been any division inthe Com- 
‘* mors, where the Qpposition were un- 


of 
n- 





“willing to. expose the weakness of ther 


“ numbers, had not Sir Francis Burdett, 
“ after. some reprehensible and insidious v- 
‘* sinuations, relative..to the exercise of the 
«Executive Power, entrapped Mr. Whit 
‘« bread and some others, who to bidea 
« still greater shame, and wear the sem- 
«‘ blance of consistency, found themselves 
“ compelled to vote with the misclucous 
« Baronet.. We. are. not, however, dit 
“ pleased at the. patriotic expedient to 
« which the worthy. Sir. Francis has thus 
« had recourse, as it.serves to. shew how 
“contemptible are. the. numbers of these 
“« whose nature 1s debased, by the vile wet 
« of faction, and. whose unmanly feelings us 
“ ungenerous hearts forbid, as 1 were, os 
“ sympathy, in, a. case which, to ee - as 
“Jasting honour of the coulry ; sid : 
“ lated, so deeply interests the best “ 8 
“ and fills with keen, solicitude ; a 
“ bosoms of a people, who im BN - 
“ preciating, his virtues, prove ti 
« deserving, the best Monarc 


ria eS : me 
ce : i” Tt was this 88 
' adorned-a Throne, . aoctse 


* ‘ and his le 
the ¥ Emperor of. arenes b orrid crime, 


for which. some infamous wretches 
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inst been exhibited 4n the Pillory. in 
‘London; the very same writer, who, since, 
that, has represented the impress Maria 
Louisa; daughter of our late ally, the Em- 
peror of Austria, as being about to be the 
mother of bastards ; and this is the writer, 
who calls Str Francis Burpert mischiev- 
ous, and who bestows his conunendation upon 
the conduct of Mr. Suenipan. This is 
the writer, the leader of “all those, who 
write against those whom they call “ Ja- 
cobins.? —s- This 1s ,the writer, who. ac- 
cuses Sir Francis Burdett of disloyal 
designs. And, from these circumstances 
alone, the man of sense will be able to 
form a pretty correct judgment of what is 
the real tendency of such designs,—But, 
will this publication be suffered to pass 
unnoticed by the House of Commons? 
Mr. Gaz Jones was sent to Newgate for 
questioning the propriety of the conduct of 
one of the members. : Now here is a writer, 
who publishes to the world, that the con- 
duct of one of the members, in opposing 
amotion of the minister, is ‘“ reprehensible, 
“ insidious, and oméschtevous;’? and, who 
describes all those, who voted against the 
minister, as being persons‘ who by nature 
“are debased by the vile views of faction,” 
and whose hearts and feelings are en- 
“manly and ungenerous.’’— This is what 
tie writer of the Morning Post. dares do. 
this is what the. most venal ‘ofthe venal 
dares publish. "This is what. he is not in 


; the least afraid to promulgate and to vend. 


We shall see, now, whether ¢his will be 
noticed by the House. 
to bear it in mind, ‘and to observe, that 
the abuse is extended to the whole of the 
#8 members, who were not to be prevailed 
upon to refrain from voting against the mi- 
nister ; that it is levelled at the very cha- 
racter of every one of those, whovoted against 
the minister’s motton'—%Sir Francis Bur- 
dett’s conduct, upon this occasion, was in 
perfect agreement with: all his former de- 
clarations relative to the mature of the 
kingly functions ‘and office. . He has al- 
ways deprecated any attempt to chip awdy 
the just prerogatives of the King. He 
has always said, that one of the ends of a 
parliamentary reform was to make’ the 
King independent of cabals and factions, 
He has always said that he wished to see 
the King in astate to make jit necessary 
t him to consult only the wishes and 
He has, in short, al- 
iiben said, that he found no danger to 
erty from the power of the King, exer- 
«ued without any contronl from combina- 
of 


I beg the reader 


yal 
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tions of men; and thatevery thing which 
tended:to the placing of the kingly power 
in other hands was dangerous, in the. ex 
treme; to the liberties of the people. 
Thus, then, has his conduct, . upon this oo- 
casion, been the natural consequence of 
all the opinions, which he has, at an 

time, uttered respecting the Royal Office 
and Authority.——Sir Francis Burdett 





wanted to entrap nobody. He knew ver 

well, that the greater part of those who 
voted with him yesterday had no liking 
to his political views. But, it was for him 
to.do his duty, regardless of whether he 
had 50 or | vote with him. — [t was nothing 
to him, personally, whether the thing went 
on or not. He had nothing to gain and 
nothing to lose by any change that could 
take place. He had no hopes and no 
fears of a private nature. Nothing to 
whet him on into eagerness for a Regency, 
and nothing to make him affect a desire 
to postpone the accomplishment of a life 
of longing. Nothing to give a real blunt 
or a sham keenness to his feelings for an 
aged and most afflicted sovereign. He 
had, and he could have no motive for say- 





ing, upon such an occasion, what was not 
the genuine sentiments of his mind. These 
sentiments he uttered, regardless, as far as 
concerned himself, whether they were 


| supported by others or not; afd In se 


doing he has,addéd another to’ his many 
former claims ,to the People’s approba- 
tion and confidente.——~As to the sub- 
ject of the Regency, that subject, = 
which every one talks in private, and so 
few in public, why, in the name of com- 





Those, indeed, who are hunting after of- 
fice, and who are afraid to foc either to 
the right or to the left, may reasonably be 
shy; but, why should any body else? 
Why should any man, who has nothing to 
fear from the ups and downs of parties, be 
shy or timid or backward upon this sub- 
ject more than upon any other?’ /Thete 
are some men, who seem to avoid it with 
the’ same caution that weak minds turn 
from the making of a will. But, suppos- 
ingthe implied apprehensions to be just, and 
which I suppose only for argument’s sake, 
is it not manifest, that the King’s facul- 
ties cannot be restored nor his life pre- 
served by avoiding to speak of hid present 
malady or of his possibly approaching 
death, which must come sooner or la 


it may yet be distant, may also be 





mon sense, should men feel’ any shyness? 


and which, as with all other men, though 
jnear} It is, to pay the very "Bes OE ie. 
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therefore, ¢ontemptible weakness to avoid 
the subject of a Regency, and it is some- 
thing infinitely worse than contemptible 
weakness to attempt to make thé world 
believe, that this shyness arises from any 
thing like tenderness towards the King. 
The good of it is that there are none of 
our young lords or ’squires (if there are 
any of the latter left in England) have 
any scruple at all to contemplate the pros- 
pect of their father’s death, and to talk, 
with perfect composure, of what they will 
do in case of that event. Whose son does 
not do this? And what father has not 
done it before him? Away, then, with all 
this affected tenderness towards the King; 
and let us, as in other cases of human de- 
cline, talk like men of sense and sincerity, 
and let all our sorrows for the unhappy 
malady of the father, be accompaniéd by 
hopes in his son and lawful successor. 
There is but one other way, and that is zo 
hold our tongues. ; 
W™. COBBETT. 
State Prison, Newgate, Friday, 
November 16, 1810. 
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Spain.—Proceedings of the Cortes. 
(Continued from page -) 


October 4,—A plan from general Vel- 
laba was presented, respecting the aug- 
mentation and other regulations of the 
cavalry, which was reserved to be finally 
discussed.—Capmany observed, that the 
Spanish language being very copious, all 
foreign expressions ought to be rejected, 
especially French expressions, with which 
the regplations were overloaded : he con- 
demned, therefore the words, march, mo- 
tion, assembly, session, mission, setire, 
guarantee, honourable, and bar: he ob- 
jected to some on account of their real im- 
tert, and to others on account of the mean- 
“Ing which was attachedtothem. « Gentle- 
men,”’ he concluded, “ Wemust both live 

and die Spaniards.’”’—~Deputy Mexra as- 
cended the tribune, and complained of the 
infidelity of the Conciso, in its manner of 
printing the deliberations of that Congress, 
and the little respect shewn in the said paper 
to its members——Tennetnos demanded 


- that their debates should only be on-war 


“atid the ‘means of ‘exterminating thejr ene- 
‘Thies. The President replied, that this 
Was ‘one of the great objects ‘of ‘their 
‘TaBouts, and an end which would ony be 
‘ebtainied through the regular nicans.—A 
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e eading of 
police regulations, which should bevy the 
air of an order from the Cortes, in cle 
that after being compared with the former 


Member proposed the r 


one, the best might be preferred —T 
President ordered the public to withdnne 
at noon, and the sitting continued until 
half after four o’clock. 


October 5.—MExt1a proposed certain re. 
gulations respecting the Royal Bank 
notes, in order to distinguish those cir. 
culated in the free provinces, from the 
others ; but they came to no resolution 
Capmany complained, likewise, of the in 
accuracy of the Conciso, and of its want 
of respect towards the National Deputies, 
On this account the propriety was suggested 
by Perez de Castro, of admitting a peri- 
odical publication, proposed by Oliveros, 
and edited by an officer of the military 
college, applying the products to the 
benefit of this useful establishment ; which 
judicious proposal was approved.—Oui- 
VEROS recommended the translation of the 
Cortes to Cadiz, pointing out the church 
of St. Philip as a very eligible spot ; but 
on this important motion, nothing was 
finally settled.— The regulations were again 
examined, on which they debated upwards 
of two hours. The zealous Gonzales ex- 
claimed, “ Let us debate only on war and 
At the coriclusion it was 
settled, that extraordinary ‘sittings should 
be held from $ to 10 at night, to be wholly 
occupied in the wished for regulations— 
Oxtivenos mentioned his being informed 
from Cadiz, that the Executive Govern 
ment had issued orders prohibiting ay 
discussions on the Cortes at auy public 
meeting—-The Cortes passed a cage te 
to make ‘enquiries respecting this sud)* 


of the Regency. - 


October 6.—The sitting began _ 
petition from the Cardinal to be vost 
to take the oath ; and after some deliber . 
tions, on account of the: peculia! — 
stances, it was accorded —It was reer 
to intimate to the Regency, the ws" 
the Cortes that theirvacts should be 'é* 
larly publtished-in a Gazette. 

October 7.—The Count of N 
permission to speak, and his © 
investigated :by two ‘deputtcs, 
solved to hear him in private at 0 
p.m, Mexia proposed some Co 
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pject being 
it was 
ye 0'clot 
minerc? 


‘Tegulations’to be committed toaeu’ 
whet two members from that apres 
and an equal number of 
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began with 2 
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some delibera- 
culiar circum 
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y, the wishes 0! 
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jes, it was © 


2 at one o'clock 


minercid 


‘to adopt such a measure, when the pro- 


be incorporated. — The Congress granted a 
commission to this effect, comprising also 
agriculture, arts and sciences, but omitted 
the circumstance of the proposal. 
FuerreTa complained of the violation of 
secrecy observed respecting the letters 
which were opened at the Post-office.— 
Huerta exclaimed against this proceeding, 
and maintained this to be the worst period 





vinces must necessarily communicate sub- 
jects ofimportance to their deputies, which 
it was highly proper should be kept from 
the executive power. The public retired 
atone, and the debates were privately 
continued till four o’clock. 


October 8.—On this day several memo- 
ials were read respecting various branches 
fthe revenue; and a project presented - 

by ArcuELLEs, respecting the liberty of 
the press, being the fruit of the labours of 
he commission charged with the same.— 

‘othing was ultimately decided, but the 

bation may flatter: itself, because the opi- 
ion of all illustrious men will be heard. 

t isindeed a reflection on the human mind 

hat there should be any one daring enough 

Owrite against the liberty of the press: 

o such an individual only it ought not to 
e free.—The answer from the executive 

wer to the question proposed by the 

ortes, respecting the order mentioned b 
viiveros, in the 5th day’s sitting, was read. 
he Regency has never forbidden any 
scussion on the Cortes, and the only 
ng itmay charge its agents and minis- 


ts with is to watch over their calumnia- 
ors. 


Uctober 9.—The Cardinal de Bourbon 
ok the oath, after which the President 
idressed him in the following terms ;— > 
The blood which flows through your 
‘ns, as well as that purple, recommends 
bu to this Assembly.”—A. Secretary 
bard, consisting of five members, was 
lituted, for which employment officers 
the army, who are unable to undergo 
fatigues of a campaign, are to be pre- 
red. ‘Three,deputies were also named 
vestigate and report thé merits of the 
didates.—The President mentioned his 
‘INg received. several anonymous com- 
i tencene- conplaining of the slowness | 
““€ Operations of the Cortes. He ordéred 
public to withdraw at twelve o’clock, 
» ‘He sitting was continued until three. « 


October 1OmenA, Deputy for La Maticha 
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took the oaths in the usual form. Perez 
de Castro made mention ofa plan both 
defensive and offensive for this Isle, pre. 
sented by General Galuzzo ; and of ano- 
ther with regard to the cavalry, by the 
Marquis del Palacio; both were sent to 
the Commission of War to be examined. 
There was also read a circular letter from 
Senor Llorente, Inspector General of the 
Public Health, with regard to its present 
state. It declared that. the number of sick 
persons was very small ; and in order to 
-calm the fears to which several unfounded 
reports had given rise, it added, the num- 
ber of infectious disorders was unusually 
small. 


| “October 13.— Oxtvenos, one of the most 
zealous members of the august Congress, 
and Deputy for Estremadura, read a me- 
morial, in which he painted, in the most 
lively colours, the disorders in which the 
French leave those districts which they 
abandon, the numberless evils which their 
commissaries have caused by their requi- 
sitions of men and provisions, the waste of 
all resources, and the miseries,in particular, 
of the cultivators of the ground, by having 
to support the enemies armies and their 
own; the decline of the manufactures of 
common cloths, in consequence of the ma- 
nufactories being stripped of them with- 
out payment, in order to clothe the dif- 
ferent armies:—the consequences of alb 
which would be poverty, nakedness, and 
a general fafhine, if proper measures. were 
not adopted. He then proposéd sucly 
measures as appeared to him tobe proper, 
for the purpose of being transmitted to the 
respective Conimissioners of War, Finance, 
&c. ; concluding with proposing the ap- 
pointment of a commission for regulating 
and organising the provinces, which might 

ard against evils such as those which 
they had already suffered, and repair them 
in the best possible manner. Considering 
these matters as urgent, and calling for 
precedency before others—the Cortes 
passed a decree to this effect. 


October 14i—In a former sittings An- 
GueEutes had prodvced the plan ofa law 
on the liberty of the press, which ¢om- 
prised, first, the limits of that liberty, and 
‘the penalties for transgressors; and se- 
condly, the appointment of a Jonta of 
learned imen, with the title of Supreme 
Council Protector of the Liberty of the’ Press, 
in order to protect it from ministeriaf'de- 





‘spotiem, and ‘from tyranny.—It was” 
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agreed that: this plan should be. priated, 
and copies distributed among all the De- 
puties, in order thit they might-consider 
the subject maturely, and!be prepared: to 
discuss t.-—This day, the plan being again | 
read, Tenreiro oppesed if, alledying, that’ | 
itewas not right to discuss such an impor- 
tant topie without the concurrence of the 
Deputies who were still wanting. —W hat ! 
(teplied--another Member), without their 
presence the Cortes were installed ; with- 
out tli¢ir presence, the Spanish people re- 
covered their sovereignty, an event which 
wifl form at-erain our annals; and is it 
possible, that for an affair not of such im~ 
portance, we are to wait for a few Depu- 
ties ?—~*' But the discussion of it was not 
fixed for to day.’—« It was,” replied va- 
tious individuals. This was confirmed ‘by 
the President. “We do not come pre- 
pared,’ replied another; upon which 
Luxan ascended the tribune, and the plan 
was read.—Tenremo rose again: he de- 
Claimed against the liberty ‘of the press, 
and represented it as the origin of the ruin 
uf empires. (He would not, however, per- 
mit himself to see that this liberty sup- 
ports the British empire). Some disap- 
probation was expressed, but Tenreiro 
continued to go on, till at last the disap- 
probation became more marked.—Ar- 
GUELLRs then ascended the tribune. He 
shewed that the want of a free communi- 
tation of ideas: had given arms to the Ty- 
‘rant for our destruction; that the English, 
‘aware of the cunning arts of those who 
meant to oppress them, gave freedom tothe | 
pen and liberty to the press; they dis- 
entangled and established their principles; 
they unveiled the plots of their ‘enemies,. 
atid refuted their sophisms;, th: ir people 
‘were instructed, and not left exposed to illu- 


 “siow: by such meansthéy were all united, 


‘and rendered themselves invincible. The 
reverse had been the fate of the Spa- 
niards ; deprived of its free course, know- 
dedge became stagnant, the learned: re- 
mained dumb, the ignorant were imposed 
apon; hence divisions, disunion, the ruin. 
of the nation, and the. exaltation of the 
enemy.—Mexta succeeded, and with ex- 
~“quisite erudition and animated eloquence 


proved, tha: the sacred writings, our vene- 


table religion, history and reason, favour- 
eil the liberty of the press.—It was resolv- 
ed that the discussion should be continued 
on the following day.—To day at\10 in 
the morning, the troops took the oath to: 
————— — fas 
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the Cortes in the field at Torrealto, in pry. 
sence of Gerieral Lapewa. The btheouis, 
of people was innumerable, the: Spectacle 
very fine, and the enthusiasin of .al! both 
soldiers and peasants, was equal. 


October 16.—There was read a Decvrec 
of the Cortes passed yesterday, on the 
claims of the Americans ; in whieh it was 
declared, That-the Spanish dominions in 
‘both hemispheres form one a0!¢ monarchy. 
one sole nation, one sole family ; and that 
the native born subjects of the Borovesy 
and ultramarine dominions are equal in 
rights to those of this Peninsula ; leaving 
it as the province of the Cortes to discuss 
all measures relating to the prosperity of 
those beyond sea, as well as of the form 
of the national representation and number 
of its members in both hemispheres; de 
claring also that, in all those transatlantic 
provinces where any commotions have 
taken place, there shall be a general act of 
oblivion with regard .to them, from the 
moment when the sovereign authorivy 
which resides in the mother country is 
acknowled ged. 


October 18.—A letter was read, in which 
the. Janta of \Estremadurta felicitated tie 
Cortes, &c.—Variovs projects and memo- 
rials. were transmitted to the réspective 
commissions.—The discussion upon the 
liberty of the press followed. Senor Gar 
cid Heragnos was for liberty of the pres 
without any Censorship, ia imitation ol the 
Supreme. Tribunal, which never took upon 
itself to censure any book before it was 
printed.—Senor Mexia read an article 
from the Gazette, which mentioned, “ that 
Buonaparté had decreed, that there should 
be onty one newspaper, of which the Pre- 
fect was to be censor.’ He added, r 
the Cortes ought not to wish to resem 
Buonaparté.—Senor ARGUELLES era 
ed an eulogium on the discourse of } es 
Toxrrero ina former discussion on ; tert 
ject, and refuted that of Llaneras. me 
served, that the best mode of “en 5 
man was the liberty of the press; vs 
ticed, that during the ministry of i 
when there were censars, altars wis na 
ed to lasciviousness, &c. He re pu 
one to. say that three ages ° pest 
arising from the liberty of the sp sare 

e such.great evils as those 
suffered from the want of it 
3 igs (To be continued. ) 
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